
 

Who’s Who at the 2009 UJC General 
Assembly? 

Below are the biographies of important people and organizations that you should know as a student delegate at this 
year’s GA. Feel free to ask Hillel staff if you want additional information or have questions! 

 
 
Barack Hussein Obama – 44th President of the United State of America  
Barack Hussein Obama II is currently the 44th President of the United States.  Obama is a graduate 
of Columbia University and Harvard Law School, where he was the president of the Harvard Law 
Review. He was a community organizer in Chicago before earning his law degree. He worked as a 
civil rights attorney in Chicago and taught constitutional law at the University of Chicago Law 
School from 1992 to 2004. Obama served three terms in the Illinois Senate from 1997 to 2004. He 
won election to the U.S. Senate in November 2004. He began his run for the presidency in February 
2007. In the 2008 general election, he defeated Republican nominee John McCain and was 
inaugurated as president on Januarȅ нлΣ нллфΦ .ŀǊŀŎƪ hōŀƳŀ Ƙŀǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǘǿƻ ōƻƻƪǎΥ ά5ǊŜŀƳǎ 

ŦǊƻƳ aȅ CŀǘƘŜǊέ ŀƴŘ ά¢ƘŜ !ǳŘŀŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ IƻǇŜέΦ ¢ƘŜ !ǳŘŀŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ IƻǇŜ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ǊƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ ¢ƛƳŜǎ .Ŝǎǘ 
Seller hardcover list. Obama has two daughters, Malia and Sasha Obama.  
 
 

Benjamin Netanyahu – Prime Minister of Israel  
Born in Tel-Aviv on October 21, 1949, Netanyahu grew up in Jerusalem. He spent his high school 
years in the United States and returning to Israel in 1967 where he enlisted in the Israel Defense 
Forces and served in the ά{ŀȅŜǊŜǘ aŀǘƪŀƭέ ŜƭƛǘŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƻ ǳƴƛǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ Ehud Barak. Mr. Netanyahu 
received a B.Sc. in Architecture and a M.Sc. in Management Studies from M.I.T. He also studied 
political science at M.I.T. and Harvard University. In 1984, he was appointed Israel's Ambassador to 
the United Nations and served there for four years. Returning to Israel in 1988, Mr. Netanyahu was 
elected to the 12th Knesset as a Likud member and was appointed Deputy Foreign Minister. In 

October 1991, he was a senior member of the Israeli delegation to the Madrid Peace Conference, which initiated the 
first direct negotiations between Israel and Syria, Lebanon, and a joint Jordanian-Palestinian delegation. Mr. Netanyahu 
was elected as Israel's 9th Prime Minister on May, 1996 a position he held until May 1999. In the elections of February 
млΣ нллф ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ муǘƘ YƴŜǎǎŜǘΣ aǊΦ bŜǘŀƴȅŀƘǳ ǿŀǎ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘΣ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ŀǎ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ǇǊƛƳŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ. 
 
 

Wayne L. Firestone – President and CEO of Hillel: The Foundation for Jewish Campus Life  
Wayne has held leadership positions in Jewish communal affairs dating to his days as a Soviet 
Jewry activist at University of Miami Hillel and the Georgetown University Law Center. He joined 
Hillel in a professional capacity in September 2002 when he was appointed executive director of 
the Israel on Campus Coalition, a partnership of Hillel and the Charles and Lynn Schusterman 
Family Foundation that brings together 35 pro-Israel groups working on college campuses.  
Wayne was named Executive Vice President for the United States in September 2005, served as 
the staff director of Hillel's Strategic Planning Committee which developed a five-year plan for the 
organization. Wayne began his tenure at President of Hillel in the Fall of 2006.  
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Scott Brown, Executive Vice President of Hillel: The Foundation for Jewish Campus Life 
Scott Brown has a long record of achievements in Jewish professional leadership, including positions 
with Jewish community centers in Northern Virginia, St. Louis and Cleveland.  IŜ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ 
in management from Webster University and an undergraduate degree in personnel from Ohio 
University. From 1997 to 2003 he served as the executive director of Hillel at the University of 
Maryland, College Park. Brown joined the staff ƻŦ IƛƭƭŜƭΩǎ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ [ȅƴƴ {ŎƘǳǎǘŜǊƳŀƴ 
International Center, ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƘŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ нлло ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ IƛƭƭŜƭΩǎ ƘǳƳŀƴ 
resources program in the areas of recruitment, training and retention. On June 1, 2008, Mr. Brown 
was named executive vice president of Hillel. Brown is responsible for overseeing Hillel campus 

operations in North America, including human resource development, organizational learning, accreditation, Jewish 
education, and student engagement.  
 

Cokie Roberts  -- Broadcaster & Author 
Cokie Roberts is an award-winning broadcaster and best-selling author. She was a Congressional and 
ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ btw ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƻǿƴ ǎƘƻǿΣ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ²ŜŜƪ ǿƛǘƘ {ŀƳ 5ƻƴŀƭŘǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
Cokie wƻōŜǊǘǎΣέ ƻƴ !./Φ {ƘŜ ƴƻǿ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ōƻǘƘ !./ ŀƴŘ btwΦ {ƘŜ 
and her husband, journalist Steve Roberts, write a nationally-syndicated newspaper column and 
collaborated on the bestseller, From This Day Forward. She serves on the board of Save the Children, 
the Kaiser Family Foundation, and many other charities and non profits.  

 
Jerry Silverman - President and CEO of UJC/The Jewish Federations of North America 
Jerry Silverman is President and Chief Executive Officer of UJC/The Jewish Federations of North 
America.  Before joining UJC/Federations in September 2009, Jerry served as president of the 
Foundation for Jewish Camp (FJC), the only non-profit national organization dedicated to raising 
awareness and support of non-profit Jewish resident camps.  
 
 

 
Dr. Einat Wilf  -- Senior Fellow, Jewish People Policy Planning Institute 
Dr. Einat Wilf is a Senior Fellow with the Jewish People Policy Planning Institute and a member of the 
President's Conference Steering Committee. Einat served in the years 2002-2006 as the Foreign Policy 
Advisor to Vice Prime Minister Shimon Peres. Einat is the next in line to become a member of Knesset 
ƻƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŀōƻǊ tŀǊǘȅΦ 9ƛƴŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦ άaȅ LǎǊŀŜƭΣ hǳǊ DŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴέΣ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ LǎǊŀŜƭ ƛƴ 
2003 and in English in 2006, and "Back to Basics: How to Save Israeli Education (at no extra cost)", 
published in Israel in 2008. Einat has a BA in Government and Fine Arts from Harvard University, an 

MBA from INSEAD and a PhD in Political Science from the University of Cambridge. 
 

Natan Sharansky 
Natan Sharansky is currently the chairman of the executive for the Jewish Agency for Israel. Mr. 
{ƘŀǊŀƴǎƪȅ Ƙŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ Knesset (the Israeli government) including, 
Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Industry and Trade, Minister of Internal Affairs and Minister 
of Housing & Construction.  Born in Donetsk, Soviet Union (now in Ukraine) to a Jewish family, 
he graduated with a degree in applied mathematics from Moscow Institute of Physics and 
Technology. After being denied an exit visa to Israel on the grounds of national security in 1973, 
he became an activist in the human rights movement led by prominent physicist and dissident 
Andrei Sakharov, and became internationally known as the spokesperson for the Moscow 
Helsinki Watch Group. "Once the world's most famous incarcerated Soviet dissident", Sharansky 
was one of the founders of, and spokesmen for, the Jewish and Refusenik movements in 
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Moscow. Sharansky made aliyah to Israel, adopting the Hebrew name Natan. In 1988, Sharansky founded and became 
the first President of the Zionist Forum, an umbrella organization of Jewish activists from the former Soviet Union 
groups dedicated to helping new Israelis and educating the public about absorption issues.  
 

Beatrice Mandel – Chair, International Hillel Board of Directors  
During 20 her years as a Hillel lay leader, Beatrice has served as Vice Chair of HillelΩǎ Board of 
Directors, Chair of the Human Resources Committee and has served on the Hillel Finance and 
Strategic Planning Implementation committees. As chair of the Accreditation Committee, she oversaw 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǳǇŘŀǘƛƴƎ IƛƭƭŜƭΩǎ organizational standards. In 2008, she served as co-ŎƘŀƛǊ ƻŦ IƛƭƭŜƭΩǎ 
successful Summit on the University and the Jewish Community. In addition, Bea has been chair of 
the Los Angeles Hillel Council. A graduate of UCLA, Bea was the first woman president of the UCLA 
Alumni Association.  She has held numerous distinguished positions in the California higher education 

ǎȅǎǘŜƳΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǊŜƎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΣ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŎƘŀƛǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦/[! CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ CƛƴŀƴŎŜ 
Committee and president of Women and Philanthropy at UCLA. Bea currently sits on the Board of Directors of the UCLA 
Foundation and on the Board ƻŦ ¦/[!Ωǎ LǎǊŀŜƭ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ {ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
California Council on Economic Education.  
 

Randall Kaplan – Chair, International Hillel Board of Governors  
Randall Kaplan is currently the chair of the International Hillel Board of governors, formerly 
serving as the chair of the Board of Directors of the organization. In addition to Hillel, Randall 
currently serves as a Board member of JDC; The Jewish Foundation and Federation of Greensboro; 
the Board of Trustees of University of North Carolina at Greensboro, and several other community 
non-profits, including the United Way and Greensboro Partnership. Randall is CEO of Capsule 
Group, LLC., a private holding company, CEO of Listingbook, LLC. and President of the Elm Street 
Center. 
 
 

Kathy Manning – Chair, UJC/The Jewish Federations of North America Board of 
Trustees 
Kathy E. Manning is the first woman to serve in the capacity of Executive Committee 
Chair. She is the Chair-elect of the UJC Board of Trustees, and in November 2009 will 
become the first woman to take that role as well. She chaired the UJC CEO Search 
Committee, which successfully recruited Jerry Silverman, the new CEO of UJC who will 
begin his tenure in September 2009. Ms. Manning is an attorney specializing in 
immigration law at her own firm, Manning & Associates, PLLC, in Greensboro, NC.  Ms. 

Manning received her undergraduate degree from Harvard University and her law degree from the University of 
Michigan Law School. 

 
Leonid Nevzlin – International Chair, 2009 UJC General Assembly 
Leonid Borisovich Nevzlin is a Russian-born businessman and philanthropist who currently lives 
in Israel. Since moving to Israel, Nevzlin has expanded his philanthropic work. His first project in 
Israel was the creation of The Leonid Nevzlin Research Center for Russian and Eastern European 
Jewry located at Jerusalem's Hebrew University.  Nevzlin has also established the NADAV Fund 
in partnership with Keren Hayesod ς United Israel Appeal which supports projects in Jewish 
studies and education, Israel-Diaspora relations and Jewish peoplehood. In cooperation with the 
Israeli government, Nevzlin created a relief fund in 2004 to help preserve Beth Hatefutsoth, the 
Nahum Goldmann Museum of the Jewish Diaspora in Tel Aviv, and was elected as chairman of 
its International Board of Governors. He also supports the Nevzlin Program for the Study of 
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Jewish Civilization at Tel Aviv University. In addition, the NADAV Fund played a critical role in opening the International 
School for Jewish Peoplehood Studies at Beth Hatfutsot. Nevzlin is the author of the books "aŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǊƻǳōƭŜέ and 
"Public Relations ς ²Ƙƻ bŜŜŘǎ ǘƘŜƳΚέ   
 

United Jewish Communities (UJC)/The Jewish Federations of North America 
United Jewish Communities (UJC)/ The Jewish Federations of North America 
represents 157 Jewish Federations and 400 independent Jewish communities. The 
Federation movement, collectively among the top 10 charities on the continent, 
protects and enhances the well-being of Jews worldwide through the values of tikkun 
olam (repairing the world), tzedakah (charity and social justice) and Torah (Jewish 
learning). ¢ƘŜ D! όDŜƴŜǊŀƭ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅύ ƛǎ ¦W/Ωǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ 
members together to discussing pressing topics and provide a sense of community 

among all Jewish people. UJC recently adopted a new name: The Jewish Federations of North America.  
 

     
Dede (Diane) Shaff Feinberg, a past president of the Jewish Federation of Greater Washington, 
currently serves on the Executive Committees of UJC and UIA and is a member of the Board of 
Governors of the Jewish Agency for Israel. She remains active in her home community, having 
chaired the highly successful Israel@60: A Capital Celebration on the National Mall. She has 
won awards and honors for her communal volunteer work.  
Kenneth Feinberg, an attorney and one of the nation's foremost mediation specialists, has 
been an adjunct law professor at several leading law schools including Columbia University, 
Georgetown University, New York University and the University of Pennsylvania. He is the 
former Administrator of the Federal September 11th Victim Compensation fund, appointed by 
the Attorney General of the United States. President Obama recently named Ken Special 
Master for Executive Compensation, Department of the Treasury, charging him with vetting 
compensation for executives of large corporations that have received federal bailout funds. He 

has been a speaker at the UJC International Lion of Judah Conference and for Federations around the country. Ken often 
provides counsel on issues of importance within the Jewish community.  
 

 

 
 


