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Consoling the Mour ner
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1. A good name is better than precious ointment; and the day of death than the day of
one’s birth.

2. It is better to go to the house of mourning, than to go to the house of feasting; for that
isthe end of all men; and the living will lay it to his heart.

YOUR KOHELET NAVIGATOR

1. Why would Kohelet say the end of one'slife is better than the beginning?

2. How does that relate to a name being better than precious ointment?

3. Compare the experience of consoling mourners to going to a party. Which was more
valuable to you?
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5. It isbetter to go to the house of mourning, than to go to the house of feasting (7:
2). Why? Because "the heart of the wiseisin the house of mourning and the heart of
thefool isin thejoy house (ibid: 4)"; for if one mourns the Holy One causes him to
rgoice, asit issaid, The humble also shall increase their joy in the Lord (Isaiah 39:19).

Another interpretation of: 1t is better to go to the house of mourning, than to goto the
house of feasting (7:2).: it is better to be engaged in activities that have spiritual
compensation than one in which there may be no compensation at all.

It is better to follow aline of conduct which serves both the living and the dead than one
which serves only the living.

It is better to follow aline of conduct which serves both rich and poor than one which
serves only therich.

It is better to follow aline of conduct in which there is consolation [to be offered to the
bereaved] than one in which there is no consolation to offer.




YOUR MIDRASH NAVIGATOR
1. Each paragraph gives a different reason for why it is better to go to the house of
mourning. Look at each reason.

2. Thefirst reason is qualitatively different than the rest of them. How do you understand
it?

3. Are dll these reasons compatible or do they disagree with each other?

4. What does "It is better" mean? Better how? How does the midrash evaluate "better"?
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Those who come to console the mourner are not permitted to speak until the mourner
begins speaking, and the mourner should sit in front of them and when he signals with his
head that he wishes for them to leave, they should not continue to sit with him. (A
mourner or asick person is not obliged to stand for anyone, not even the president.)

One who sees afriend standing in order to show him deference should tell him to sit
unless heisamourner or he has been ill where it will be understood that he is saying "Go
sit down in mourning,” or "Go sit in your sickness."

YOUR SHULCHAN ARUCH NAVIGATOR
The Shulchan Aruch is the most widely accepted code of law by halachically observant
Jews. In this case it istelling how one should comport herself when consoling mourners.

1. Why are these rules necessary?

2. Thereisatemptation to explain these rules from a psychological perspective, is there
another way to understand them?

3. Arethere any advantages to formalizing this behavior. If there are, name them.



