Good, Evil, God's Role
and a Psalm for Shabbat
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A psalm, a song for Shabbat day.

It is good to give thanks to God, and to sing to your name, Most High!

To tell over your kindness in the morning, and your faithfullness in the night.

On an instrument of ten strings, and on the harp, to the melody of the lyre.

. Because you, God, has made me happy through your actions; I will triumph through
the works of your hands.

6. How great is your work, God! Very deep are your intentions!

7. A stupid man does not know, a fool does not understand this.

8. When wicked people bloom like grass, and all the workers of evil flourish; it is in
order to destroy them forever.

9. And You, God, are most high forever.

10. For, behold, your enemies, God, for, behold, Your enemies will perish, all the
workers of evil will be scattered.

11. But you will raise my horn like the horn of a wild ox; I will be annionted with fresh
oil.

12. My eye has seen the downfall of my enemies , and my ears have heard the doom of
the wicked who rise up against me.

13. The righteous person blooms like a palm tree, he grows like a cedar in Lebanon.

14. Those that are planted in the house of God, in the courtyards of God they shall bloom.
15. They still grow fruit in old age; they are fat and flourishing.

16. To declare that God is upright, He is my rock and there is no imperfection in Him.
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Your Psalm Navigator

1. How does Psalm 92 deal with "the problem of evil" (why good things happen to bad
people, and why bad things happen to good people)? What are some difficulties that
come out of this approach? Does the author hint at, or attempt to deal with these




difficulties? What does the Psalm tell us about the author's understanding of, and
relationship with, God?

2. Can you find any thematic connection between this Psalm and Shabbat? Why do you
think that this is called a "psalm for Shabbat?"
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For the Shabbat day- They say this on the Shabbat. And it speaks about the World to
Come (afterlife) which is wholly Shabbat.
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A psalm, a song for the Shabbat day- This song speaks about the providence (active role)
of God in his world. While it seems that everything happens naturally, the eye of the
learned individual will see in it the providence (active role) of God, and he will recognize
the punishments of the wicked and the reward of the righteous. Also, His providence
(active role) is hidden from the eyes of the masses in order to leave room for free will.
And he (God?) answered that the day of Shabbat is testimony on the method of
providence, and that the world is not given over to nature and chance, as I have created in
its place. Therefore, this song was established for the day of Shabbat.

Your Commentary Navigator

1. How do Rashi and the Malbim explain the psalm's connection to Shabbat? Would the
psalm read differently in light of both of their statements?

2. What does the Malbim's explanation tell us about the nature of Shabbat? Why would
Shabbat "testify" for God's active role in the world? Do you think this is an important
aspect of Shabbat?




