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TIKKUN OLAM: REPAIRING THE WORLD

REDIFAT TZEDEK U’SVIVA: PURSUING JUSTICE & SUSTAINABILITY

{Rabbi Fred Scherlinder Dobb, Adat Shalom Reconstructionist Congregation in Bethesda MD & COEJL, 2007/5767)

BERAKHA Ia‘asok b'divrei Torah

www adatshalom.net, www.coejl.org B“H

ALEINU I'taken olam b'malkhut Shaddai - to repair (establish) the world under Divine dominion.

MISHNAH  mipnei tikkun ha-olam ~ for the sake of repairing the world. “"in the interest of public policy"...
refers to social policy legislation providing extra protection to those potentlally ata dlsadvantage--governmg, for
example, just conditions for the writing of divorce decrees and for the freeing of slaves.”

(http:/ / www.myjewishlearning.com/ daily_life/ GemilutHasadim/TO_TikkunOlam.htm)

ISAACLURIA ca, 1572, Tzfat. Theodicy.

Tzimtzum / Self-Contraction

Exile. Conundrum,

Shvirat Ha-kelim / Breaking of the Vessels
Tikkun Olam / Repairing the World (God)

MODERN DO—GOODING What?

How? Where to focus our limited resources?

”Contemporary usage of the phrase shares with the rabbinic concept of "mipnei tikkun ha-olam" a concern with public
policy and societal change, and with the kabbalistic notion of "tikkun" the idea that the world is profoundly broken

and can be fixed only by human activity....

[It] now is most often used to refer to a specific category of mitzvot
involving work for the improvement of society....”

(hup:/fwww.myjewishleaming.com/daily_life/GemilutHasadim/TO_TikkunOlam.htm)

EICHUT HA-SVIVAH / ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY / MOST LITERAL & URGENT TIKKUN OLAM

See www.coejl.org, www.hazon.org, www.tevacenter.org, www.shalomcenter.org, Adamah, IUED, Heschel Center, efc...

FIRST TRADE-OFF: PARTICULAR VS, UNIVERSAL

Mordecai Kaplan spoke of “living in two civilizations.” Today we the balance needs & interests of those who really
live in 1.02 civs (whose hashkafa/ outlook is mostly American-Western), with those who are truly striving for living equally in
Judaism & in America (and for whom, short of aliyah or Kiryas Joel, 1.2 or 1.3 civilizations ain’t bad!).

The former (1.02) ask “why be just Jews”; the Jatter (1.3), “why not just be Jews?!” {cf Judith Helfand), The former
might ask: ‘Why give to universal causes thru JES] or AJWS or Mazon or COEJL, when I can go straight to Second
Harvest or Docs w/ o Borders or ARC or Greenpeace?’ The latter might ask, ‘why give to universal causes much, or at all,
when the needs are so great for our Jewish Home for Aged - Day School - JCC - Israel - Kolel - etc?’

We must say, “YES! Both are right (how can both be right? - you're r1ght tool)’. We are universalists AND
particularists. And we're better at each, because of the other.

A story that my Hillel Rabbi, Al Axelrad, taught me &rears ago... (Lev 11:19, Reb Levi Yitzhak, the chasz'ddh)

A bifurcation of spiritual and sociopolitical concerns is hardly possible. Anyone who tries to undertake it ultimately has to deal with
the prophets of ancient Israel, still the strongest and most uncompromising advocates for social justice our world has known, If you
try to create a closed world of lovely Jewish piety and build it on foundations of injustice and the degradation of others, Isalah and
Amos will not let yeu sleep. " (-~ from Arthur Green, These Are the Words, Jewish Lights 1989, via www.socialaction.com)
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This, then, is the ultimate category of prophetic theology: involvement,
attentiveness, concern. Prophetic religion may be defined, not as what
humanity does with its ultimate concern, but rather what humanity does
with God's concern. One whose thinking is guided by the

. prophets would say: God’s presence is my first thought; God’s unity and

transcendence, my second; God’s concern and involvement (justice and
compassion), my third. Upon deeper reflection, however, one will realize
that all three thoughts are one. God's presence in the world is, in essence,
God’s concern for the world. One word stands for both. And both are
expressions of God’s unity. Divine unity implies concern. For unity means
love. {-- Abraham Joshua Heschel, The Prophets, 1962)
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# PARTICULAR - UNIVERSAL
* LOCAL - GLOBAL

* SHORT TERM — LONG TERM

* PALLIATIVE - PREVENTATIVE
* BREADTH ~ DEPTH




