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THE FIRST MURDER & EVIL INCLINATIONS
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4:1 The man knew his wife Eve. She conceived and gave birth to Cain. She said, 'l have gained
a man with God.'

4:2  She gave birth again, this time to his brother Abel. Abel became a shepherd, while Cain
was a worker of the soil.

4:3  An era ended. Cain brought some of his crops as an offering to God.

4:4  Abel also offered some of the firstborn of his flock, from the fattest ones. God paid heed to
Abel and his offering,

4:5 but to Cain and his offering, He paid no heed. Cain became very furious and depressed.
4:6  God said to Cain, 'Why are you so furious? Why are you depressed?

4:7 Surely if you do right there is uplift. But if you do not do right, sin couches at the door; Its
urge is toward you, yet you can be its master.

4:8  Cain said [something] to his brother Abel. Then, when they happened to be in the field,
Cain rose up against his brother Abel, and killed him.

4.9  God asked Cain, "Where is your brother Abel?'

'l do not know,' replied [Cain]. 'Am I my brother's keeper?'

4:10 God said, 'What have you done? The voice of your brother's blood is screaming to Me from
the ground.

4:11 Now you are cursed from the ground that opened its mouth to take your brother's blood
from your hand.

4:12 When you work the ground, it will no longer give you of its strength. You will be restless
and isolated in the world.

4:13 Cain said, "My sin is too great to bear!

4:14 Behold, today You have banished me from the face of the earth, and I am to be hidden
from Your face. I am to be restless and isolated in the world, and whoever finds me will kill me.'
4:15 God said to him, 'Indeed! Whoever kills Cain will be punished seven times as much.' God
placed a mark on Cain so that whoever would find him would not kill him.

4:16 Cain went out from before God's presence. He settled in the land of Nod, to the east of
Eden.

YOUR TORAH NAVIGATOR

1. Who is the villain of this story?

2. We don’t know what Cain and Abel said to each other. Create the dialogue that
precipitated the murder. In other words try to imagine what they said to each other
right before Abel was killed by Cain.

3. Ifyou were God, what would you have done?

4. Would the story have come out differently?

Now that you have learned this passage, present the dialogue you have created for your peers.
The dialogue should explain convincingly what motivated Cain to murder his brother.
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Genesis 4:8 Cain said [something] to his brother Abel. Then, when they happened to be in the
field, Cain rose up against his brother Abel, and killed him. What were they arguing about?
They said: Let’s divide up the earth. One took the land and the other took the chattel. One said:
The land you’re standing on is mine. The other said: The clothes you’re wearing, are mine. One
said: Take off your clothes. The other said: Fly off the land...and during the altercation Cain rose
up against his brother Abel, and killed him.

In disagreement, Rabbi Yehoshua of Sikhnin said in the name of Rabbi Levy: They both took
some land and they both took some chattel, but they argued about where the Temple would be
built... One said: It should be built on my side. The other said: It should be built on my side...and
during the altercation Cain rose up against his brother Abel, and killed him...

Rabbi Huna said: A female twin was born with Abel. One said: I will take her for I am the first-
born. The other said: I will take her for she was born with me...and during the altercation Cain
rose up against his brother Abel, and killed him.

YOUR MIDRASH NAVIGATOR

Take each of these opinions and summarize each position in one word.

In each situation can you imagine a compromise? If you can, what would it be?
Why do these conflicts lead to murder?

Does the murder offer resolution?

What do all these opinions have in common?

What does this Midrash say about the origins of evil?
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Sin couches at the door: Antoninus said to referring to the evil inclination which will always

Rebbe: When does the evil inclination take control of constantly and fervently yearn to make you stumble. yet
people? From the time of conception or the time when you can be its master: If you wish, you can be jts
the fetus comes out? Rebbe answered: From the time master.

of conception. Antoninus retorted: If that's so, the baby (Rashi on this verse)

should kick his mother’s belly and come out! So, it Any man who lives without a wife, and his sword is

must be take control when the baby comes out. Rebbe drawn, the evil inclination controls him. He goes out with
said: Antoninus has taught me this and there is a verse him to the marketplace while Satan stands and anticipates
that supports it: sSin_couches at the door. that he will annibilate him as it is written; _Sin

(Talmud, Sanhedrin 915) couches at the door, Its urge is toward you,
Rebbe Reuven Ben Atztrobli says: How does a person

and Satan sends him to

distance himself from the - And (God said to Cain: Why are you drink from 2 cup that is
evil inclination in his belly ot bis and causes him

. 2 9
for the first drop that 2 upset? Why has your face fallen’ o be lost from the
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IS the evil Inclination, bu. . .

, . dulterer lacks a heart
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door. (votorebve  Iaster. (Genesis 4:6-7)

Natan Ch. 15)

urge is toward you:
the urge of the sin—this is

Evil From Without And Evil From Within
Rabbi Ami said: The evil inclination does not lurk in the alleys but in the middle of the highway and as
soon as he sees a person fix his hair or scan with his eyes, he follows closely behind and says: This one is mine.
What is the reason? “If you see a person who thinks he is wise, there is more hope for a fool than for him.”
(Proverbs 26:12) Rabbi Avin said: Anyone who indulges his urges in his youth, will serve those urges when he
is old. What’s the reason? “A servant who is spoiled in his youth will come to a bad end.” (Proverbs 29:21)
(Genesis Rabba 22:7)

“Both small and great are there and a servant is free from his masters.” (Job 3:19) As long as a human
lives, he is a servant to two urges. A servant to his Creator and a servant to his desires. When he serves his
Creator he enrages his desires and when he serves his desires, he enrages his Creator. When he dies, he is
liberated. The servant is free from his masters. (Midrash Ruth 3:1)

Rabbi Nachman Bar Shmuel Bar Nachman in the name of Shmuel Bar Nachman said: “And it was very
good.” (Genesis 1:31) ‘And it was good’—refers to one’s good inclination, ‘and it was very good’—refers to

inclination one would not build a house, marry and have children, nor engage in commerce. Thus Solomon
wrote in Kohelet “skillful enterprise come from men’s envy of one another.” (Geneis Rabba 9:7)




