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A Time For War...A Time for Peace?

Does Anybody Know What Time It Is?

There is "a time to kill" - during war; "and a time to heal" - during peace. There is "a
time to break down" - during war, "and a time to build up" - during peace... There is "a
time to seek"” - during peace; "and a time to lose" - during war. There is "a time to rend"”
- during war; "and a time to sew" - during peace... There is "a time to love" - during
peace; "and a time to hate" - during war. There is "a time for war" - during war, "and a
time for peace" - during peace. (Kohelet Rabba)
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One is held accountable for killing another in Genesis Chapter 9.
The context is “after the flood” and humanity has been granted
permission to eat meat.

Genesis Chapter 9

9:5 'Only of the blood of your own lives will I demand an account. I will demand [such]
an account from the hand of every wild beast. From the hand of man - [even] from
the hand of a man's own brother - I will demand an account of [every] human life.

9:6 He who spills human blood shall have his own blood spilled by man, for God made
man with His own image.

Rav Naftali Tzvi Yehudah Berlin (The Nerziv 1817-1893)
72109 1 P9 MWK DY 127 pava
nYw3a 2"RWH INRI N2 MR VWA WIVI QTR MK 7PN WD IR WR R ()



http://bible.ort.org/books/
http://bible.ort.org/books/
http://bible.ort.org/books/

7" MIYIAW2 PRI .0 TON 10 2 .590 'Y W PRI 70 NV IR RUWD DYy 78000
A"YR MW DRNYR MWY? N PRI 797 ORI Wi KD RNWA T XOUPT RN
79 1HY WY1 ANROK MY 012 290 0 2" PRITRA PRT M) 1Y 10 DRI 700w
T AR T RY IR AWK PR AT 1720 WA POV WAV ANR OR DT TN

12 700 192 17 MWD T9R% WO INRPY .NIDHA 7IM7 11T TR0 T KPR MoYna
:('n "5 0127 '0 YY) MY C12 v 3anon MWL M

of every man for that of his brother: The Holy One explains when a human is
punished. He is punished during periods when brotherly conduct is appropriate. This
does not include wartime, or a time of hatred, then it is appropriate to kill and there is
no punishment for this at all. For this is the way the world was established. As it is
written in the Talmud “A Kingdom that kills one in six is not punished.”

Even a King of Israel can wage an authorized war even though it can be assumed that
many of Israel will be killed because of his choice. (Thus it is written: Just like you
will not be punished for attacking the Ammonites, so, too, you will not be punished
for Uriah the Hittite. One should plumb this analogy. For Uriah was not truly a rebel
against the kingdom, only King David had judged him to be a rebel. This teaches that
the king has the authority to do this just as he had the authority to wage war against
the Ammonites.

The Netziv learns that this verse only referred to times of “brotherhood”,
and not during times of enmity and hatred. Ironically, he learns a
dispensation for war from a verse which claims the value of human life.

Mishnah Sanhedrin Chapter 8:7
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These are the ones we save [by taking] their lives. One who pursues his fellow in order
to kill him, after a male or after a woman who is to marry. One, however, who pursues a
domesticated animal, or who desecrates the Sabbath, or who worships idolatry is not
saved [by taking] his life.

The Mishnah states that there are times one may take a life in
order to protect others.

Section II War

Deuteronomy 20:1-20
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Deuteronomy » Chapter 20

Preparing for War and Military Exemptions

20:1 When you go to battle against your enemies, and see horses, war chariots and an
army larger than yours, do not be afraid of them, since God your Lord, who
brought you out of Egypt, is with you.

20:2  When you approach [the place of] battle, the priest shall step forward and speak
to the people.

20:3 He shall say to them, 'Listen, Israel, today you are about to wage war against your
enemies. Do not be faint-hearted, do not be afraid, do not panic, and do not break
ranks before them.

20:4 God your Lord is the One who is going with you. He will fight for you against
your enemies, and He will deliver you.'

20:5 The lower officers shall then speak to the people, and say, 'Is there any man
among you who has built a new house, and has not begun to live in it? Let him go
home, so that he will not die in war and have another man live in it.

20:6 'Is there any man among you who has planted a vineyard and has not redeemed its
first crop? Let him go home so that he not die in war and have another man
redeem its crop.
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20:7

20:8

20:9

'Is there any man among you who has betrothed a woman and not married her?
Let him go home, so that he not die in war and have another man marry her.'

The lower officers shall then continue speaking to the people and say, 'Is there
any man among you who is afraid or faint-hearted? Let him go home rather
than have his cowardliness demoralize his brethren.’

When the lower offices have finished speaking to the people, then they shall
appoint senior officers to lead the people.

Exemptions from military service: newlyweds, new
homeowners and those with unredeemed crops. Also
included are those who are ‘fearful and faint-hearted’. What
does this mean?

Nachmanides (1194 -1270) on Deuteronomy Chapter 20:8—What does fearful and
faint-hearted mean?
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According to Rabbi Akiva who says that “afraid and faint hearted” means what
it says, for anyone who is afraid after the Priest has given assurance does not truly
trust in God, and no miracles will be performed for him. The rationale for
exempting the faint hearted is that it is not in his nature to see the fury of the
sword and the slaughter. The one who is “fearful” is one who has no faith and he
should be returned because of his lack of faith. The “faint-hearted” is returned
because of his delicate nature—for he will flee, or faint.

Rabbi Hizkiya Ben Manoach, Hizkuni a1z* Century) on Chapter 20:8
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'I's there any man among you who is afraid—to endure the blows of others.
or faint-hearted?—to smite others

Proposing Peace and Taking Captives

20:10 When you approach a city to wage war against it, you must propose a peaceful

20:11

settlement.

If [the city] responds peacefully and opens [its gates] to you, all the people
inside shall become your subjects and serve you.

20:12 If they reject your peace offer and declare war, you shall lay siege to [the city].
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20:13 When God your Lord gives it over into your hand, you shall then strike down its
[adult] males by the sword.

20:14 However, the women, children, animals, and all the goods in the city, you shall
take as your spoils. You shall thus consume the spoils that God your Lord gives
you from your enemies.

20:15 That is what you must do to the cities that are very far from you, and which do
not belong to the nations that are here.

What kind of war are these verses of Deuteronomy anticipating--
an offensive or defensive war?

Mishnah Sotah, Chapter 8:5-7
n 7'19 1010 noon WJUD

.......

,,,,,

'73 nN 111m ) wnbn 1:79‘7 11’3\) nn:vﬂ n mmm mr :1:‘71 'm mm mm "7"7:-1 ’mv
nPNN NIRn oI 11:'7 131‘71’11 nwM bm 113'7 TINYR ,INIR DV 127 1‘7‘7::1 Y IR
:2290 T RO RIN D LPMIY NNY SRIV? N2 'mw":

PTHRYN .0Y YY i1pY2) ,DYN WRIL NIRIY MY 1P DY YR 1377 DMIVWD nb:m M (@) (1)
napy ima MmN wn‘: Ypann 991,172 ‘m: '7\) ]7‘771)31 DIINRN DINKY m’m‘; POt
,0Y2 A0 NYT) NN oY nmv‘;s 135 58797 D1 (T R"Y) INRIY ,N229) D7 n‘;nnv REPAIUR Y
Y hon van DAY9a 2N SRV MWIR 10N (RY DW) IR RIN 1909

n92) 17700 10N 1998 PRI Yan ,MI¥N NNYNa YR MY nnnbm ,077INR D27 7N2 (1)
PRV 990 ,02I0 NRNYN2 AR .MYN NNYna ,DMINK 027 192 ,ATIN? 127 IR .ANANN
nnann 1‘731 7NN NN 1'79N

“The lower officers shall then continue speaking to the people and say, 'Is there

any man among you who is afraid or faint-hearted? Let him go home...”

Rabbi Akiva says: ‘afraid or faint-hearted’ means what it says. It’s speaking of a person
who cannot withstand the bounds of war or see a drawn sword.

Rabbi Yossi Hagalili says: ‘afraid or faint-hearted’ is speaking of one who is fearful
because of his sins, therefore the Torah the Torah reminds him to return because of them.

Rabbi Yossi says: [The Torah refers to these illicit relationships] a widow [married] to
the High Priest, a divorcee or one released from a levirate marriage [who marries] one of
the priestly class, a mamzeret or a Netina who marries a Jew, or a daughter of Israel who
marries a mamzer or a Netin, this is what’s considered, afraid and faint-hearted.

When the lower offices have finished speaking to the people, then they shall appoint
senior officers to lead the people.

The leaders of the legions are at the head of the people, and at the rear. Soldiers would
stand in front of them and behind them, and they had iron axes in their hands. Anyone
who wished to return, the commander was permitted to bend his legs, for retreat begins
with falling, as it is written: Israel fled from the Philistines and there was a great plague
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among the people. (I Samuel 4) Later it says: The people of Israel fled from the
Philistines and many fell...(I Samuel 31)

To which kind of war are we referring? An authorized war, but in an obligatory war,
everyone goes—even a groom from his banquet, and a bride from her canopy.

Rabbi Yehuda [disgrees] and says: This is referring to an obligatory war, but in a
mandatory war, everyone goes even a groom from his banquet, and a bride from her
canopy.

In the previous paragraph, how do we understand the difference between an “authorized
war”(milchemet reshut) mwa nnndn an “obligatory war(milchemet mitzvah) nnnon
MmN and a “mandatory war” (milchemet chovah) namn nnnbn. How does Rabbi
Yehuda disagree with the previous statement?

Babylonian Talmud, Sotah 44b
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Rava said: Everyone agrees that the wars Joshua fought to conquer [the Land of Israel]
were obligatory. Everyone agrees the expansionist wars of King David had to be
authorized.

They argue about whether a pre-emptive strike against a hostile group. One party
considers it obligatory and one requires it to be authorized.

Rava deciphers the argument by saying they only disagree
regarding pre-emptive strikes. Rav Yehuda would say all
exemptions are in effect, and the Rabbis would say that none of
the exemptions apply and everyone would have to go to war. This
also means that the king would not have to get the war
authorized.

Rabbi Menachem HaMaeiri (1249-1306) on Sotah 44b
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These exemptions from serving in military service only apply to authorized wars, but
everyone must participate—even a groom fresh from his wedding night--in an obligatory
war.

Rabbi Yehuda (in the Talmud) agrees with everyone that a Biblically ordained war like
the war against the seven Canaanite nations and the war against Amalek is an obligatory
war and that a war against the enemy which does not emanate from fear of the enemy, but
rather to expand borders and enhance prestige is considered to be an authorized war.

Where the rabbis and Rabbi Yehuda argue is in the case of a pre-emptive strike where
we are fearful of the enemy that they may strike us, or that we know they are preparing
to strike us. According to the sages, this is considered an obligatory war, and anyone
engaged in the war is absolved from fulfilling other commandments while Rabbi
Yehuda considers that as long as the enemy has yet to attack, it has to be an authorized
war and one is not absolved from fulfilling other commandments.

Rabbi Menachem HaMeiri says that Rabbi Yehuda insists that
there be an actual attack has to have occurred before it is
considered a mandatory war. Pre-emptive strikes are always
considered to be wars that need to be authorized.

The rabbis disagree and consider a pre-emptive strike against
a hostile nation to be an obligatory war.

Maimonides, the Laws of Kings and their Wars Chapter 5:1-3, 6
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(1) The only time a king is allowed to initiate a war, is an obligatory war. What war is
considered obligatory? The war against the seven Canaanite nations (when the Land of
Israel was first captured in the time of Joshua), the war against Amalek, and a war to help
Israel from the hand of a siege that came upon them.




Afterward he can wage an authorized war, which is a war that can be fought with any
nation in order to enlarge the borders of Israel and to enhance its greatness and
reputation.

(2) He does not have to receive permission from the Court to wage an obligatory war, but
he can wage it by himself at anytime and he can compel the nation to go out [to war]. He
cannot, however, force the nation to wage an authorized war unless he has the approval
of a court of seventy-one judges.

(3) And one may trespass in order to make roads, and no one may protest this behavior
for the road of a king has no measure, only in accordance to what he needs. He shouldn’t
twist the road because of someone’s vineyard, or another’s field, but rather everyone
should be treated equally, and help him wage his war.

(6) Any lands that the king has captured with the permission of the court is considered to
be a conquest of the majority, and it is considered to be as much a part of Israel as if it
were conquered by Joshua—but this is only after all of the Land of Israel that was
mentioned in the Torah has been captured.

What are Maimonides criteria for waging an obligatory war as
opposed to an authorized war?
He doesn’t mention pre-emptive strikes—what does this mean?




