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Tanach - Samuel | Chapter 1

1. And there was a certain man of Ramathaim-Zophim, of Mount Ephraim, and his
name was Elkanah, the son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of
Zuph, an Ephrathite;

2. And he had two wives; the name of the one was Hanna, and the name of the other
Peninna; and Peninna had children, but Hanna had no children.

3. And this man went out of his city yearly to worship and to sacrifice to the Lord of



hosts in Shiloh. And the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, the priests of the Lord,
were there.

4. And when the time was that Elkanah offered, he gave to Peninna his wife, and to
all her sons and her daughters, portions;

5. But to Hanna he gave a worthy portion; for he loved Hanna; but the Lord had
closed her womb.

6. And her adversary also provoked her bitterly, to irritate her, because the Lord had
closed her womb.

7. And as he did so year by year, when she went up to the house of the Lord, so she
provoked her; therefore she wept, and did not eat.

8. Then said Elkanah her husband to her, Hanna, why do you weep? and why do you
not eat? and why is your heart grieved? am | not better to you than ten sons?

9. So Hanna rose up after they had eaten in Shiloh, and after they had drank. And Eli
the priest sat upon a seat by the gate post of the temple of the Lord.

10. And she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed to the Lord, and wept bitterly.

11. And she vowed a vow, and said, O Lord of hosts, if you will indeed look on the
affliction of your maidservant, and remember me, and not forget your maidservant,
but will give to your maidservant a male child, then | will give him to the Lord all the
days of his life, and there shall no razor come upon his head.

12. And it came to pass, as she continued praying before the Lord, that Eli observed
her mouth.

13. And Hanna spoke in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard;
therefore Eli thought that she was drunk.

14. And Eli said to her, How long will you be drunk? Put away your wine from you.
15. And Hanna answered and said, No, my lord, | am a woman of a sorrowful spirit; |
have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but have poured out my soul before the
Lord.

16. Take not your maidservant for a worthless woman; for out of my great complaint
and grief have | been speaking.

17. Then Eli answered and said, Go in peace; and the God of Israel grant you the
petition that you have asked of him.

18. And she said, Let your maidservant find grace in your sight. So the woman went
her way, and ate, and her countenance was sad no more.

19. And they rose up in the morning early, and worshipped before the Lord, and
returned, and came to their house to Ramah; and Elkanah knew Hanna his wife; and
the Lord remembered her.

20. And it came to pass, in due course, that Hanna conceived and bore a son, and
called his name Samuel, saying, Because | have asked him from the Lord.



21. And the man Elkanah, and all his house, went up to offer to the Lord the yearly
sacrifice, and his vow.

22. But Hanna did not go up; for she said to her husband, | will not go up until the
child is weaned, and then | will bring him, that he may appear before the Lord, and
there remain forever.

23. And Elkanah her husband said to her, Do what seems to you good; remain until
you have weaned him; only the Lord establish his word. So the woman stayed, and
nursed her son until she weaned him.

24. And when she had weaned him, she took him with her, with three bulls, and one
ephah of flour, and a bottle of wine, and brought him to the house of the Lord in
Shiloh; and the child was young.

25. And they slew a bull, and brought the child to Eli.

26. And she said, Oh my lord, as your soul lives, my lord, | am the woman who stood
by you here, praying to the Lord.

27. For this child | prayed; and the Lord has granted me my petition which | asked of
him;

28. Therefore also | have lent him to the Lord; as long as he lives he shall be lent to
the Lord. And he worshipped the Lord there.
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Rabbi Hamnuna said, "How many magnificent rules have we learned from the story
of Hannah! "Now Hannah was praying in her heart." (I Samuel 1:13) From this verse
we know that a praying person must direct his heart [in prayer]|. "...only her lips
moved."(Ibid) From here we know that one who prays must cut each word with her
lips. "...her voice could not be heard." (Ibid) From here we learn that one should not
raise one's voice when she prays. "So, Eli thought she was drunk." (Ibid) From here
we learn that a drunkard is not allowed to pray. "And Eli said to her, "How long will
you make a drunken spectacle of yourself?" (Ibid:14) From here we learn that when
one sees someone behaving inappropriately, he is obliged to rebuke him. "And
Hannah answered saying, "O No my lord..." Ulla said and some say it was Rabbi
Yossi Bar Hanina who said: "She said to him, "You are not my lord in this matter and
the holy spirit is not upon you because you unjustly suspect me of this." There are
those who say [that when Hannah said "No, my Lord...", "You have not come with the
Divine presence near you, nor do you have the Holy Spirit, for you have judged me
harshly and not with favor. Do you not know, that, "l am a very unhappy woman |
have drunk no wine nor any other strong drink..."(Ibid:15) From here we learn that a
person who is innocent of someone's suspicion is obliged to tell him. "Don't take
your maidservant for the daughter of a scoundrel." Rabbi Elazar said, "From here we
see that one who prays while intoxicated is considered to be an idolater, as it is
written here, "...the daughter of a scoundrel" and it is written, "and these sons of
scoundrels left Your (God's) midst to serve other gods." (Deuteronomy 13:14) Just as
idolatry is inferred by the word "scoundrel" in this verse so, too, when [Hannah tells
Eli that she is not the daughter of scoundrels, she must be referring to] idolatry in this
verse as well. "And Eli answered, saying, "Go in peace." Rabbi Elazar said, "From here
we learn that when a person suspects another of something of which they are
innocent, he is obliged to mollify him, and furthermore, he must bless him, as it is
written: "And may the God of Israel grant you what you have asked of Him."

"And Hannah made a vow, saying, "O Lord of Hosts..." Rabbi Elazar said, "From the
day the world was created, no person ever called the Holy One, "Lord of Hosts" until
Hannah came and called Him so. Hannah said to the Holy One, "Sovereign of the
Universe, from all the multitudes and hosts that You created in the universe, is it so
difficult to give me one child?" What is this situation like? Like a king of flesh and
blood who made a meal for his servants. A poor person came to the door and asked
for a slice of bread, and no one paid him any attention. He made his way to the king,
and said, "My lord the king, this huge meal that you have made, is it so difficult for
you to offer me a slice of bread?"...



"And Hannah spoke from her heart..."Rabbi Elazar said in the name of Rabbi Yossi Bar
Zimra, "Hannah spoke of those things which engaged her heart. She said, "Sovereign
of the Universe, there was nothing extraneous in anything You created for a woman.
Eyes to see, ears to hear a nose to smell, a mouth to speak, hands for work, legs to
walk, breasts to nurse. These breasts which You placed upon my heart, should | not
nurse with them? Give me a son and | will nurse with them...

YOUR TALMUD NAVIGATOR

1. How did the Talmud read the Hannah story?

2. Did they strengthen or weaken Hannah's character?

3. Did it differ from the way you understood her?

4. Why is Chana's prayer singled out as a model for Tefila?
5. Is there anything in the text which indicates this?
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