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R. Joshua b. Levi also said: When Moses ascended on high, the ministering angels spoke
before the Holy One, blessed be He, “Sovereign of the Universe! What business has one
born of woman among us?”

“He has come to receive the Torah,” answered He to them.

Said they to Him, “That secret treasure, which has been hidden by You for nine hundred
and seventy-four generations before the world was created. You desire to give it to flesh



and blood! What is man, that You art mindful of him, And the son of man, that You visit
him? O Lord our God, How excellent is Your name in all the earth! Who has set Your
glory [the Torah] upon the Heavens!”

The Holy One said to Moses, “Return them an answer.”

“Sovereign of the Universe,” replied Moses, “I fear lest they consume me with the [fiery]
breath of their mouths.”

“Hold on to the Throne of Glory,” said God to Moses, “and return them an answer.”

Moses [then] spoke before God, “Sovereign of the Universe! The Torah which You give
me, what is written in it? I am the Lord You God, who brought you out of the Land of

Egypt.”

Said Moses to the angels, “Did you go down to Egypt; were you enslaved to Pharaoh:
why then should the Torah be yours? Again, what is written in it? You shall have none
other gods; do you dwell among peoples that engage in idol worship? Again, what is
written in it? Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy; do you then perform work, that
you need to rest? Again, what is written in it? You shall not take [tissa] [the name ... in
vain]; is there any business [massa] dealings among you? Again, what is written in it?
Honor your father and your mother; have you fathers and mothers? Again, what is written
in it? You shall not murder. You shalt not commit adultery. You shall not steal. Is there
jealousy among you; is the Evil Tempter among you?”

Immediately the angels conceded to the Holy One, for it is said, “O Lord, our Lord, How
excellent is Your name throughout the land.” (Psalms 8) “Who has set Your glory upon
the heavens is not written.” Immediately each angel saw Moses as beloved...

YOUR TALMUD NAVIGATOR

1. Why are the angels against giving humanity the Torah?
2. Why does God have Moses answer his angel/critics?

3. How does Moses convince them that the Torah is for humanity and not to remain in
heaven?

4. Why are the angels so pleased with Moses' argument?
5. Why does this story say the Torah was given tothe Jewish people?

6. What was God's reason for giving Torah to the Jewish people?




Babylonian Talmud, Shabbat 88a
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“And they (the children of Israel) stood under the mountain” (Exodus 19:17): Rabbi
Abdimi bar Hama bar Hasa said: This teaches that the Holy One uprooted the mountain
upon them like a barrel, and said to them, If you accept the Torah, fine; if not, here you
shall be buried.

Rabbi Aha b. Jacob observed: This creates the possibility for rejection of the Torah in the
future.

Raba said: Look, they re-accepted it in the days of Ahasuerus, for it is written, “[the
Jews] confirmed, and they received...” (Esther 9:27) [i.e.,] they confirmed what they had
received already.

YOUR TALMUD NAVIGATOR

1. Look at the verses in Exodus 19 and see if the Talmud’s version is consistent with the
version in the Torah.

2. Why could the Torah be rejected in the future?

3. Is there anything that troubles you about this story?

Babylonian Talmud, Menachot 29b
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Rabbi Yehuda said in the name of Rav: When Moses went up on high, he found the Holy
One sitting and tying crowns on the Holy letters. He said to the Holy One: “Ruler of the
Universe, who is holding back Your hand?” The Holy One answered: “There is a man
who will appear at the end of several generations and Akiva the son of Joseph is his name
and he will need these crowns, because from each and every thorn he will derive scores
and scores of laws.” He said to Him, “Ruler of the Universe, show this man to me.” The
Holy One said, “Turn around!”

So, Moses went and sat in the back of Rabbi Akiva's class, and he had no idea what they
were saying. He became weak and disoriented. Soon the class reached an issue and a
student asked, “Rebbe, what's your source for this ruling?” He said, “It's a law of Moses
from Sinai.” Moses was relieved.

Moses returned to the Holy One and challenged Him, ““You have a man like this and yet
You are giving the Torah through me?” The Holy One answered, “SHUT UP!!! That's
the way these thoughts ascend to me!!!”

Moses asked, “Now that you've shown me his Torah, show me his reward.” The Holy
One said, “Turn around!” He turned around and saw people weighing Rabbi Akiva's
flesh in the marketplace. Moses hollered, “This is his Torah, and that was his reward?”

The Holy One answered, “SHUT UP!!! That's the way these thoughts ascend to
me!!!”

YOUR TALMUD NAVIGATOR

1. What is the purpose of the crowns on the letters?
2. How does Moses travel to Rabbi Akiva’s Beit Midrash?

3. Why is Moses relieved when he hears that the law comes from Moses from Sinai?




