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Babylonian Talmud, Shabbat 87b-88a 
 

lurc ausev hbpk ,rav hftkn urnt ournk van vkga vgac :huk ic gauvh hcr rntu 
vsunj :uhbpk urnt /tc vru, kcek :ivk rnt ?ubhbhc vat sukhk vn 'okug ka ubucr :tuv 

aecn v,t 'okugv trcba osue ,urus vgcrtu ohgcau ,utn ga, lk vzubda vzubd 
rhst vn ubhbst wv ubsep, hf ost icu ubrfz, hf aubt vn (j ohkv,) ?osu rack vb,hk 
ivk rhzjv :vank tuv lurc ausev uk rnt ? ¦ohnav kg lsuv vb, rat .rtv kfc lna 
:uk rnt ? /ovhpca kcvc hbuprah tna hbt trhh,n 'okug ka ubucr :uhbpk rnt ? ¦vcua, 

/ubbg uhkg zarp txf hbp zjtn (uf cuht) rntba 'vcua, ivk ruzju 'hsucf txfc zujt 
'okug ka ubucr :uhbpk rnt /uhkg ubbgu u,bhfa uhzn hsa arhpa snkn :oujb hcr rntu 

/ohrmn .rtn lh,tmuv rat lhvkt wv hfbt (f ,una) ? vc ch,f vn hk i,ub v,ta vru, 
? vc ch,f vn cua ?ofk tv, vnk vru, 'o,scg,av vgrpk 'o,srh ohrmnk :ivk rnt 
vc ch,f vn cua ?vrz vsucg ihscuga ihhura o,t ohhudv ihc 'ohrjt ohvkt lk vhvh tk 
ch,f vn cua ?,uca ihfhrm o,ta vftkn ohaug o,t oukf uasek ,cav ouh ,t rufz ? 

otu ct lnt ,tu lhct ,t scf ? vc ch,f vn cua ?ofhbhc ah i,nu tan 'ta, tk ? vc 
ah grv rmh 'ofhbhc ah vtbe 'cbd, tk ;tb, tk jmr, tk vc ch,f vn cua ?ofk ah 
wudu lna rhst vn ubhbst wv (j ohkv,) rntba 'tuv lurc ausevk uk usuv shn ?ofhbhc 

,cvut uk vagb sjtu sjt kf shn /ch,f tk ? ohnav kg lsuv vb, ukhtu 
 

R. Joshua b. Levi also said: When Moses ascended on high, the ministering angels spoke 
before the Holy One, blessed be He, �Sovereign of the Universe! What business has one 
born of woman among us?� 
 
 �He has come to receive the Torah,� answered He to them.  
 
Said they to Him, �That secret treasure, which has been hidden by You for nine hundred 
and seventy-four generations before the world was created. You desire to give it to flesh 



and blood! What is man, that You art mindful of him, And the son of man, that You visit 
him? O Lord our God, How excellent is Your name in all the earth! Who has set Your 
glory [the Torah] upon the Heavens!�  
 
The Holy One said to Moses, �Return them an answer.�  
 
�Sovereign of the Universe,� replied Moses, �I fear lest they consume me with the [fiery] 
breath of their mouths.� 
 
 �Hold on to the Throne of Glory,� said God to Moses, �and return them an answer.� 
  
Moses [then] spoke before God, �Sovereign of the Universe! The Torah which You give 
me, what is written in it? I am the Lord You God, who brought you out of the Land of 
Egypt.� 
 
Said Moses to the angels, �Did you go down to Egypt; were you enslaved to Pharaoh: 
why then should the Torah be yours? Again, what is written in it? You shall have none 
other gods; do you dwell among peoples that engage in idol worship? Again, what is 
written in it? Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy; do you then perform work, that 
you need to rest? Again, what is written in it? You shall not take [tissa] [the name ... in 
vain]; is there any business [massa] dealings among you? Again, what is written in it? 
Honor your father and your mother; have you fathers and mothers? Again, what is written 
in it? You shall not murder. You shalt not commit adultery. You shall not steal.  Is there 
jealousy among you; is the Evil Tempter among you?� 
 
Immediately the angels conceded to the Holy One, for it is said, �O Lord, our Lord, How 
excellent is Your name throughout the land.� (Psalms 8)  �Who has set Your glory upon 
the heavens is not written.�  Immediately each angel saw Moses as beloved... 
 
 

YOUR TALMUD NAVIGATOR 
 

1.  Why are the angels against giving humanity the Torah? 
 
2.  Why does God have Moses answer his angel/critics? 
 
3.  How does Moses convince them that the Torah is for humanity and not to remain in 
heaven? 
 
4.  Why are the angels so pleased with Moses' argument? 
 
5.  Why does this story say the Torah was given tothe Jewish people? 
 
6. What was God's reason for giving Torah to the Jewish people? 
 
 



 

 

 
Babylonian Talmud, Shabbat 88a 

 
tuv lurc ausev vpfa snkn :txj rc tnj rc hnhsct cr rnt 'rvv ,h,j,c ucmh,hu (yh ,una) 
/of,ruce tv, oa ; utk otu 'cyun ; vru,v ohkcen o,t ot :ovk rntu ',hdhdf rvv ,t ovhkg 

hnhc vukce rusv 'if hp kg ;t :tcr rnt /t,hhrutk vcr tgsun itfn :cegh rc tjt cr rnt 
 /rcf ukchea vn unhhe 'ohsuvhv ukceu unhe )y r,xt( ch,fs /auruajt 

 
�And they (the children of Israel) stood under the mountain� (Exodus 19:17): Rabbi 
Abdimi bar Hama bar Hasa said: This teaches that the Holy One uprooted the mountain 
upon them like a barrel, and said to them, If you accept the Torah, fine; if not, here you 
shall be buried.  
 
Rabbi Aha b. Jacob observed: This creates the possibility for rejection of the Torah in the 
future.  
 
Raba said: Look, they re-accepted it in the days of Ahasuerus, for it is written, �[the 
Jews] confirmed, and they received...� (Esther 9:27)  [i.e.,] they confirmed what they had 
received already. 
 
 

YOUR TALMUD NAVIGATOR 
 
1.  Look at the verses in Exodus 19 and see if the Talmud�s version is consistent with the 
version in the Torah. 
 
2.  Why could the Torah be rejected in the future? 
 
3.  Is there anything that troubles you about this story? 
 
 

Babylonian Talmud, Menachot 29b 
 

ohr,f raueu cauha v"cevk utmn ournk van vkga vgac cr rnt vsuvh cr  rnt 
;uxc ,uhvk sh,ga ah sjt ost uk rnt lsh kg cfgn hn  g"acr  uhbpk rnt ,uh,utk 

,ufkv  ka ihkh, ihkh, .ueu .ue kf kg aursk sh,ga una ;xuh  ic  tchegu ,urus  vnf 
vhv  tku ,urua vbuna ;uxc cahu lkv lrujtk ruzj uk rnt hk uvtrv g"acr uhbpk rnt 

ivk rnt lk ihbn hcr uhshnk, uk urnt sjt rcsk ghdva iuhf ujf aa, ohrnut iv vn  gsuh 
lk ah  okug ka ubucr uhbpk rnt v"cev hbpk tcu rzj u,gs vcahh,b hbhxn vank vfkv 

ka  ubucr  uhbpk rnt  hbpk vcajnc vkg lf eu,a uk rnt h"g vru, i,ub v,tu vzf ost 
urac ihkeuaa vtr uhrujtk rzj  [lrujt ruzj  uk rnt urfa hbtrv u,ru, hb,htrv okug 

/hbpk vcajnc vkg  lf eu,a k"t vrfa uzu vru, uz g"acr uhbpk rnt ihkuenc 
 

 



 

 

Rabbi Yehuda said in the name of Rav: When Moses went up on high, he found the Holy 
One sitting and tying crowns on the Holy letters.  He said to the Holy One: �Ruler of the 
Universe, who is holding back Your hand?�  The Holy One answered: �There is a man 
who will appear at the end of several generations and Akiva the son of Joseph is his name 
and he will need these crowns, because from each and every thorn he will derive scores 
and scores of laws.�  He said to Him, �Ruler of the Universe, show this man to me.�  The 
Holy One said, �Turn around!�   
 
So, Moses went and sat in the back of Rabbi Akiva's class, and he had no idea what they 
were saying.  He became weak and disoriented.  Soon the class reached an issue and a 
student asked, �Rebbe, what's your source for this ruling?�  He said, �It's a law of Moses 
from Sinai.�  Moses was relieved. 
 
Moses returned to the Holy One and challenged Him, �You have a man like this and yet 
You are giving the Torah through me?�  The Holy One answered, �SHUT UP!!!  That's 
the way these thoughts ascend to me!!!� 
 
Moses asked, �Now that you've shown me his Torah, show me his reward.�  The Holy 
One said, �Turn around!�  He turned around and saw people weighing Rabbi Akiva's 
flesh in the marketplace.  Moses hollered, �This is his Torah, and that was his reward?� 
 
The Holy One answered, �SHUT UP!!!  That's the way these thoughts ascend to 
me!!!� 
 
 

YOUR TALMUD NAVIGATOR 
 
1.  What is the purpose of the crowns on the letters? 
 
2.  How does Moses travel to Rabbi Akiva�s Beit Midrash? 
 
3.  Why is Moses relieved when he hears that the law comes from Moses from Sinai? 


